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Abstract
Entrepreneurship is  a vital  tool  for economic growth and social  transformation;  Yet  Kuki  entrepreneurs  in
Manipur  face  multiple  challenges  that  hinder  their  business  expansion.  This  paper  explores  the  economic
obstacles and opportunities for Kuki entrepreneurs, focusing on barriers such as inadequate financial support,
limited  market  access,  infrastructure  deficiencies,  and  socio-political  instability.  Despite  these  challenges,
opportunities  exist  in  sectors  like  agriculture,  handicrafts,  tourism,  and  digital  commerce,  which  can  be
leveraged for economic growth. The study highlights the role of government policies, self-help groups, and
technology in overcoming these challenges.  It  also examines traditional  business practices  within the Kuki
community  and  their  relevance  in  the  modern  economy.  By  addressing  these  issues,  this  paper  provides
recommendations  for  sustainable  entrepreneurship  development,  emphasizing  financial  literacy,  digital
inclusion, and policy advocacy. Through qualitative and quantitative analysis, this research aims to contribute to
the discourse on indigenous entrepreneurship,  proposing solutions for business sustainability and economic
empowerment. The findings suggest that with proper infrastructural development, skill enhancement programs,
and improved financial accessibility, Kuki entrepreneurs can thrive in the evolving commercial landscape. This
study is  significant  for  policymakers,  financial  institutions,  and business  leaders  working toward  inclusive
economic growth in Northeast India.
Keyword:  Kuki  Entrepreneurs,  Economic  Challenges,  Opportunities,  Financial  Inclusion  &  Indigenous
Development

Introduction:
Entrepreneurship  plays  a  crucial  role  in  economic  development,  fostering  job  creation,  innovation,  and
community growth. Among the various indigenous communities in Northeast India, the Kuki tribe of Manipur
has  historically  engaged  in  trade  and  agriculture,  relying  on traditional  economic  systems.  However,  with
globalization and modernization, their business landscape has undergone significant changes, presenting both
challenges and opportunities.Kuki entrepreneurs, particularly those involved in small and medium enterprises
(SMEs),  often  struggle  with  financial  constraints,  lack  of  access  to  modern  markets,  and  infrastructural
deficiencies. Many businesses rely on informal funding sources, making them vulnerable to economic shocks. 
Additionally,  socio-political  instability  in  the  region  affects  business  confidence  and  restricts  long-term
planning.  Despite  these  difficulties,  opportunities  exist  in  various  sectors,  including traditional  handicrafts,
organic farming, tourism, and digital commerce. With increased access to technology and financial inclusion
initiatives, Kuki entrepreneurs can overcome these barriers and contribute to regional economic growth.This
study examines the major economic challenges faced by Kuki entrepreneurs and explores the opportunities
available  for  sustainable  business  growth.  It  also  evaluates  the  role  of  government  policies,  financial
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institutions,  and  non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs)  in  promoting  entrepreneurship  among  the  Kuki
community. The research aims to provide practical recommendations for overcoming economic barriers and
fostering  a  more  inclusive  commercial  environment.By  understanding  the  economic  realities  of  Kuki
entrepreneurs, policymakers and business leaders can develop targeted strategies to support local enterprises.
This research, therefore, is significant for enhancing indigenous entrepreneurship and promoting economic self-
sufficiency among the Kuki people.
Statement of the Problem:
The  Kuki  community  in  Manipur  has  a  rich  tradition  of  trade  and  agriculture,  yet  its  entrepreneurs  face
significant  challenges hindering growth. Key issues include  limited financial access,  poor infrastructure,
market constraints, and socio-political instability. Many struggle to secure formal credit, while  poor road
connectivity  and  digital  illiteracy further  restrict  business  expansion.  Additionally,  ethnic  conflicts  and
economic  blockades disrupt  trade  and  investment.  Addressing  these  barriers  requires  financial  support
programs, entrepreneurship training, and digital skill enhancement. This study explores these challenges
and proposes solutions for sustainable economic growth among Kuki entrepreneurs.
Objectives of the Study:
1. To identify the major economic challenges faced by Kuki entrepreneurs in Manipur.
2. To analyze the opportunities available for business growth within the Kuki community.
3. To evaluate the role of government policies and financial institutions in supporting Kuki entrepreneurship.
4. To recommend strategies for overcoming barriers and promoting sustainable business development.
Literature Review:
Several studies have examined indigenous entrepreneurship in Northeast India, highlighting both the challenges
and opportunities present in the region. Scholars such as Xaxa (2001) and Baruah (2012) emphasize the role of
traditional economic practices among tribal communities, noting the difficulties faced due to infrastructural
limitations  and  financial  exclusion.A study  by Haokip  (2018)  specifically  explores  Kuki  entrepreneurship,
identifying poor  financial  literacy and limited access to  formal  banking services  as major  hindrances.  The
research suggests that microfinance institutions (MFIs) and self-help groups (SHGs) can bridge this gap by
providing small loans and business training. Further, Kamei (2020) discusses the impact of globalization on
indigenous  businesses,  arguing  that  digital  platforms  can  significantly  improve  market  access  for  Kuki
entrepreneurs. Studies on e-commerce and digital trade in rural India suggest that with proper training and
resources, small-scale businesses can expand beyond local markets.Government reports, including those from
NITI Aayog, highlight various schemes available for tribal entrepreneurship but also note low awareness levels
among beneficiaries. Research indicates that improving policy outreach and ensuring accessibility to financial
services are crucial steps toward empowering Kuki businesses. Overall, existing literature underscores the need
for targeted economic interventions, combining financial support, skill training, and digital inclusion to promote
sustainable business growth among the Kuki community.
Research Methodology:
The study adopts a descriptive research methodology based on secondary data. Information is collected from
various government reports, policy documents, scholarly journals, published books, and reliable online sources
related to indigenous entrepreneurship, financial inclusion, and economic development. Data analysis focuses
on reviewing existing literature to identify key challenges and opportunities for Kuki entrepreneurs, providing a
comprehensive understanding of their economic conditions and potential for sustainable growth.
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Rationale of the Study:
The  economic  development of  the  Kuki  community is  vital  for  Manipur’s  progress.  Despite  strong
entrepreneurial potential,  socio-economic barriers hinder business growth. Understanding these challenges
is  crucial  for designing  effective policies to enhance  financial  inclusion, market access,  and sustainable
livelihoods.This  study  identifies  key  economic  obstacles and  proposes  practical  solutions for  Kuki
entrepreneurs. The findings will benefit policymakers, financial institutions, and local business leaders in
supporting  indigenous  enterprises.  By  focusing  on  financial  accessibility,  digital  literacy,  and
infrastructure development, this research aims to foster a more inclusive and resilient economy for the Kuki
community.
Historical Background:
The Kuki people have a rich history of trade and commerce, traditionally engaged in agriculture, weaving, and
local trade. Historically, they practiced barter systems, exchanging goods with neighboring communities. Over
time, their economy evolved with the introduction of modern trading practices, yet many still rely on traditional
skills for income generation.During the colonial period, Kuki traders played a crucial role in local and regional
commerce,  dealing  in  textiles,  food  grains,  and  handicrafts.  However,  post-independence  policies  often
overlooked  indigenous  business  needs,  leading  to  economic  marginalization.  The  introduction  of  formal
banking systems did little to support Kuki entrepreneurs, as bureaucratic barriers and financial illiteracy limited
their access to credit. The economic liberalization of the 1990s brought new opportunities but also increased
competition. While some Kuki entrepreneurs adapted by integrating into mainstream business sectors, many
struggled due to lack of resources and technical knowledge. 
Government schemes aimed at promoting tribal entrepreneurship have had mixed results, with challenges in
implementation and outreach.In recent years, the resurgence of interest in indigenous business models has been fueled
by  digital platforms, offering new opportunities for market expansion. However,  political instability, infrastructural
deficiencies, and limited digital adoption continue to hinder large-scale progress.Entrepreneurship plays a vital role in
economic  development,  fostering  job  creation,  innovation,  and  community  growth.  Among  Northeast  India’s
indigenous communities, the Kuki tribe of Manipur has a long history of trade and agriculture, traditionally relying on
local  economic  systems.  However,  globalization  and  modernization have  transformed  their  business  landscape,
presenting both challenges and opportunities.Kuki entrepreneurs, particularly those in small and medium enterprises
(SMEs),  face  financial constraints, restricted market access, and poor infrastructure .  Many depend on  informal
funding sources, making them vulnerable to economic shocks. Additionally, socio-political instability affects business
confidence,  limiting  long-term  planning.Skill  gaps  and  low  digital  literacy further  hinder  entrepreneurial  growth.
Without proper training in  financial management, marketing, and digital tools, many Kuki entrepreneurs struggle to
scale their businesses. Addressing these challenges requires  targeted policies, improved financial access, and digital
skill development to ensure sustainable economic progress.

Moreover,  competition  from larger  businesses  and  external  market  players  poses  another  obstacle.  Many
indigenous  entrepreneurs  lack  the  resources  to  compete  with  well-established  brands  that  dominate  supply
chains  and  consumer  markets.  Despite  these  difficulties,  opportunities  exist  in  sectors  such  as  traditional
handicrafts, organic farming, tourism, and digital commerce. With increased access to technology, financial
inclusion  initiatives,  and  capacity-building  programs,  Kuki  entrepreneurs  can  overcome  these  barriers  and
contribute to regional economic growth. This study examines these economic challenges and explores viable
opportunities for sustainable business growth within the Kuki community.
Economic Challenges Faced by Kuki Entrepreneurs:
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Kuki  entrepreneurs  in  Manipur  face  economic  challenges that  hinder  business  growth,  stemming  from
financial,  infrastructural,  and  socio-political factors.  Limited  financial  access forces  many  to  rely  on
informal  lending,  exposing  them  to  high-interest  rates  and  instability.  Poor  infrastructure,  including
inadequate road connectivity and power shortages, restricts market access and business expansion.Additionally,
skill  gaps and digital illiteracy prevent entrepreneurs from leveraging e-commerce and modern marketing
strategies, making it harder to compete with larger businesses.  Socio-political instability, marked by ethnic
conflicts and unrest, disrupts business activities and discourages investment.Furthermore,  competition from
established enterprises limits opportunities for indigenous entrepreneurs to expand. Addressing these barriers
requires  financial support, infrastructure development, digital skill training, and policy interventions to
foster sustainable growth.
Lack of Market Access:
Kuki  entrepreneurs  struggle  with  limited  market  access,  restricting  business  expansion and sustainability.
Geographical remoteness and unreliable logistics increase costs and disrupt supply chains, making it difficult
to reach urban consumers and larger markets. Traditional businesses like handicrafts, organic farming, and
small-scale manufacturing often lack links to retailers and export agencies due to weak trade networks.While
e-commerce offers opportunities, low digital adoption, skill gaps, and infrastructure deficiencies prevent
many  from leveraging  online  platforms.  Enhancing infrastructure,  digital  integration,  and government
support through  trade fairs, online marketplaces, and policy incentives is essential  to improving market
access and fostering Kuki entrepreneurship.
Infrastructure Deficiencies:
Infrastructural deficiencies significantly hinder Kuki entrepreneurs, limiting business efficiency and growth.
Poor road connectivity and unreliable transport increase costs and delay supply chains, affecting access to raw
materials and markets.  Frequent power shortages disrupt operations in manufacturing, food processing, and
digital  services,  forcing  reliance  on  costly  backup  generators.  Additionally,  limited  internet  connectivity
restricts e-commerce and online payment adoption, reducing competitiveness. Addressing these issues requires
investment in infrastructure, improved transportation networks, and enhanced electricity and internet
access to create a more supportive environment for Kuki entrepreneurship and economic development.
Skill Gaps and Digital Literacy:
Many Kuki entrepreneurs face skill gaps and digital illiteracy, preventing them from effectively managing and
expanding their businesses.  Limited financial literacy makes it difficult for small business owners to access
credit, manage cash flow, and sustain long-term growth. Additionally, a lack of training in e-commerce and
digital marketing hinders their ability to reach broader markets and adopt modern business strategies.With the
growing shift toward digital payments, online sales, and social media marketing, Kuki entrepreneurs must
develop technological skills to remain competitive. Government and NGO-led training programs in  financial
management, digital entrepreneurship, and business development can help bridge these gaps and empower
local businesses.
Socio-Political Instability:
Socio-political  instability in  Manipur  significantly  hampers  Kuki  entrepreneurs,  creating  an  uncertain
economic  environment.  Ethnic  conflicts,  political  unrest,  and  security  disruptions lead  to  curfews,
blockades, and strikes, disrupting business operations and supply chains.Investors and financial institutions
hesitate to fund businesses in politically volatile areas, limiting access to capital. Many entrepreneurs rely on
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short-term  survival  strategies rather  than  long-term  growth  plans due  to  instability.To  foster  a  stable
business environment,  conflict resolution, policy stability, and inclusive economic policies are essential in
encouraging investment and sustainable entrepreneurship among the Kuki community.
Competition from Larger Businesses:
Kuki entrepreneurs, especially in  SMEs, struggle against  larger businesses with  economies of scale, strong
supply chains, and brand recognition. Traditional enterprises like handicrafts, organic farming, and food
processing face stiff competition from mass-produced goods sold at lower prices by national and international
brands. Supermarkets, e-commerce giants, and urban retail chains further reduce demand for locally made
products.Limited  funding and marketing resources make scaling difficult for small businesses. Addressing
these challenges requires  government subsidies, cooperative business models, and indigenous enterprise
promotion.  Branding,  certification,  and  marketing  campaigns encouraging  consumers  to  support  local
products can enhance Kuki entrepreneurs’ market competitiveness.
Opportunities for Kuki Entrepreneurs:
Government Support & Policies –  Schemes like Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY), Stand-Up
India,  and  Skill  India provide  financial  assistance,  entrepreneurial  training,  and  skill  development,
enabling  Kuki entrepreneurs  to start,  sustain,  and expandtheir  businesses.These  initiatives  help  bridge
funding gaps and enhance business capabilities, fostering long-term economic growth.E-commerce & Digital
Payments – Online platforms,  fintech solutions, and mobile banking enable Kuki entrepreneurs to  expand
market  reach,  streamline  transactions,  and  reduce  reliance  on  cash-based  systems.  Improved  digital
literacy and internet access can enhance business efficiency and competitiveness. Traditional Handicrafts &
Organic  Farming –  By leveraging  indigenous knowledge,  Kuki  entrepreneurs  can  produce and market
handmade crafts and organic agricultural products. Support in branding, certification, and e-commerce
integration from the government and private sector can boost profitability and market visibility.Tourism &
Hospitality – The Kuki region has strong potential for eco-tourism and cultural tourism. Promoting home-
stays,  guided  heritage  tours,  and  adventure  tourism can  generate  employment,  attract  visitors,  and
strengthen local economies while preserving indigenous traditions.Cooperatives & Startup Ecosystems –
Strengthening  cooperative  models can  provide  Kuki  entrepreneurs  with  shared  resources,  collective
bargaining power, and improved market access. 
Additionally, incubators, mentorship programs, and startup funding can help scale indigenous businesses
and enhance sustainability.
Strategies to Overcome Challenges:
Financial Inclusion – Expanding access to microfinance and bank loans can empower Kuki entrepreneurs by
providing essential  capital  for business growth. Additionally,  promoting government  schemes and financial
literacy programs is crucial to increase awareness and understanding of formal credit systems. These efforts can
help reduce dependence on informal lending, protect entrepreneurs from exploitative interest rates, and foster
sustainable economic development within the Kuki community. 
Capacity Building – Training programs in digital literacy, financial management, and entrepreneurship can
significantly improve business efficiency and competitiveness among indigenous entrepreneurs. Collaborations
between the government and private sector are essential to design and implement skill development initiatives
tailored  to  the  specific  needs  of  Kuki  entrepreneurs.  Such targeted  efforts  will  empower  local  businesses,
enhance market access, and contribute to sustainable economic growth within the community.

@ADEDUXIANPUBLICATION, DOI: 05.2025-28295193   MAIL:adeduxian@gmail.com,     www.educarepublication.com
Page 289

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l9FkhYtzySfCK9YxH6EqDLYl20ZECUCA/view?usp=sharing
http://www.educarepublication.com/
mailto:adeduxian@gmail.com
https://doi-ds.org/doilink/05.2025-28295193/AD.EDUXIAN.JOURNAL(ADEDJ)/V2/I1/RLH
https://educarepublication.com/category/vol-2-issue-1-feb-april-2025/
http://www.i2or.com/pif.html
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=list_works&hl=en&hl=en&user=3MSdv8sAAAAJ&gmla=AOv-ny9nSGxV6Jp-gwkOBkTDRLXvDy8DlBdFVNC4rOjHzgwwefvq8tAVtlRCib-0fCyVdKS_UhOnDqX1xmA6iwv79CkDd-ORNQBBRRXpgqs&sciund=7944209205870368971&gmla=AOv-ny-eWi4Vo1a19sjAt4c23


AD EDUXIAN JOURNAL
A Quarterly Multidisciplinary Blind Peer Reviewed & Refereed Online International Journal

 Google Scholar Indexing                                                                                                                                                         IF: 1.024

Vol (2), Issue (1), Feb-April 2025                                                                       ISSN: 3048-7951
Market  Expansion –Active  participation  in  trade  fairs,  online  sales  platforms,  and  global  e-commerce
networks is crucial for Kuki entrepreneurs to access wider markets and showcase their unique products. These
opportunities  not  only  increase  sales  but  also  position  indigenous  businesses  on  competitive  platforms.
Strengthening  local  branding,  securing  quality  certifications,  and promoting  the  authenticity  of  Kuki-made
goods can significantly enhance product visibility and consumer trust.  A strong, distinct brand identity will
drive  demand for  indigenous  products,  helping  Kuki  entrepreneurs  compete  globally  while  preserving and
promoting their rich cultural heritage.
Significance of the Study
This study on the economic challenges and opportunities for Kuki entrepreneurs holds significant value for
government  policymakers  and decision-makers  by  offering  data-driven insights  to  frame inclusive  policies
promoting  indigenous entrepreneurship.  It  also provides  a  foundation  for  scholars  and research scholars  to
further  explore  indigenous  economic  participation  and  challenges.  For  the  Kuki  community,  this  study
highlights critical gaps and potential areas for growth, empowering them to engage in formal financial systems,
adopt modern business practices, and strengthen market linkages. Ultimately, the findings will contribute to
formulating sustainable solutions for local economic development and cultural preservation in the region.
Discussion  and  Findings:
The study concludes that Kuki entrepreneurs encounter various economic challenges, including limited access
to formal credit, inadequate digital literacy, and insufficient market exposure. Dependence on informal lending
and  the  burden  of  high-interest  rates  continue  to  restrict  business  growth  and  sustainability.  Nonetheless,
promising  opportunities  are  evident  in  government-sponsored  schemes,  microfinance  initiatives,  skill
development  programs,  and  the  expanding  global  e-commerce  landscape.  The  research  recommends  that
policymakers implement targeted financial  literacy campaigns and promote indigenous branding to enhance
market  presence.  Collaborative  efforts  between  government  agencies,  financial  institutions,  and  private
enterprises are essential in establishing entrepreneurship hubs in Kuki-dominated regions. Strengthening local
trade networks, providing subsidized loans, and facilitating participation in national and international trade fairs
can  help  open  global  markets  for  indigenous  products.  Overall,  the  findings  suggest  that  with  robust
institutional support, Kuki entrepreneurs have the potential to become significant contributors to local economic
development and cultural preservation.
Conclusion:
The economic potential of Kuki entrepreneurs remains largely untapped due to structural challenges. However,
strategic interventions such as expanding financial access, promoting digital literacy, and strengthening local
branding  can  unlock  these  opportunities.  Government  policymakers,  financial  institutions,  and  community
leaders  must  collaborate  to  foster  an  enabling  business  environment.  By  addressing  key  barriers  and
empowering local entrepreneurs, sustainable economic growth and cultural preservation are achievable. This
study  reinforces  that  with  informed  decisions  and  inclusive  policies,  Kuki  entrepreneurs  can  significantly
contribute to regional development and sociolect-economic upliftment of indigenous communities in Northeast
India.
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